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Disabled Veteran Exemption 
• Eligibility 

– NJ citizenship 

– Legal or domiciliary NJ residency 

– Principal or permanent residence in the claimed 
dwelling 

– Property ownership 

– Active wartime service in the US Armed Forces 

– Honorable discharge 
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Disabled Veteran Exemption 

• VA Certified 100% 
permanent and total 
disability 
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• Filing an application 
for the exemption 
with the assessor 



Disabled Veteran Exemption 

• Chapter 367, Public Law 2017 

• Enacted into law January 16, 2018 

• No longer requires applicants to have served 
in specific geographic locations/conflict zones. 

• Law still requires that the veteran has served 
during a specific wartime period. 
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EXAMPLE 
• Veteran had naval service in Libya during 1986. 

• Currently the time of war that falls during 1986  that 
was established by the Legislature is the Lebanon 
Peacekeeping Mission 9/26/82 to 12/1/87. 

• There is no mention of Libya, but now that active 
service in 1986 will qualify since the war dates are 
guiding, not the actual location. 
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Disabled Veteran Exemption 
• CATCH: 

– Chapter 367 DOES NOT impact the $250 Veteran 
Deduction 

– For the deduction, location in the combat theater 
for at least 14 days is still required. 

 

Two different standards for the first time 

Patricia Wright, Deputy Director, Property Administration 



Disabled Veteran Exemption 

• Important Point 

– This statute change is prospective. 

– Applicant who was not in qualifying conflict area 
cannot receive a tax refund for  period before 
January 16, 2018. 
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Disabled Veteran Exemption 

• Major issues have cropped up over the VA Disability 
Rating certifications 

• For NJ they could be obtained from  

– Newark 

– Philadelphia 

 

Now they are issued from all over the United States 
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Disabled Veteran Exemption 

• Web portals are being 
used; 

• Ebenefits; 

• Certification format is 
sometimes lacking the 
standardized format 
assessors are familiar 
with seeing. 
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Disabled Veteran Exemption 
• Common information follows: 

– Service-connected disability--Yes or No 

– Your combined service-connected evaluation 

 is ________% 

– Are you entitled to a higher level of disability due to 
being unemployable? Yes or No 

– Are you considered to be totally and permanently 
disabled due to your service-connected disabilities? 
    Yes or No 
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Disabled Veteran Exemption 

• Numerical Rating of 100% alone is NOT sufficient for 
full property tax exemption on the veteran’s principal 
residence. 

• Along with the 100% rating they must grant a 
permanent & total disability status. 

• VA may give a combined rating when a veteran has 
multiple disabilities. They are not to be added 
together. 
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EXAMPLE 
– Veteran is initially rated 30% disabled (70% non-

disabled). 

– Veteran gets a further rating of 20%. 

– VA applies the 20% to the 70% non-disabled 
balance .20  X .70 =.14 for 14%. 

– 14% plus initial 30% = 44% which would be 
rounded down to the nearest 10% or 40%. 
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Disabled Veteran Exemption 

• Identifiers on Disability 
Documents 

• Raised seal is no longer 
required 

 

Patricia Wright, Deputy Director, Property Administration 



Samples: 
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Claim for D.V.S.S.E. 
• Updated September 2018 with active duty during 

ANY of the statutory service periods language added.  
Other requirements remain the same.  
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Supplemental Form for Peacekeeping 
Missions & Operations 

• Is no longer 
required for 
Disabled Veteran 
Exemption claims.  
Recommended for 
$250 Veteran 
Property Tax 
Deduction.  
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Additional Information 

• NJ Department of Military and Veteran Affairs 
(609) 530-4600 or (609) 530-6854 

or (609) 530-6826 

 

• US Veterans Administration  

(800) 827-1000 
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