




















































































On April 9, 2015, the Superior Court, Appellate Division, issued an Opinion in the matter entitled, 
In re Failure o f  the Council on Affordable Housing to Adopt Trust Fund Commitment Regulations, 
440 N.J Super. 220 (App. Div. 2015) instructing municipalities to seek approval of the use and 
disposition of affordable housing trust funds (i.e. Affordable Housing Trust Fund/Development Fee 
Spending Plan) in the same declaratory judgment action in which they sought a determination 
regarding compliance with their affordable housing obligations. 

Bridgewater filed a Complaint for declaratory Judgment seeking: 
(i) a determination that it has met its affordable housing obligations through the end of

third round (1999-2024) and for associated protections; and 
(ii) the opportunity to finalize and submit its Affordable Housing Trust Fund Spending

Plan to the court for approval after a final determination of  affordable housing obligation 
compliance and for associated protections. 

HISTORY OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN BRIDGEWATER 
Bridgewater, a Somerset County community of 32.04 square miles, has at all times maintained a 
proactive approach to meeting its fair share affordable housing obligations and been at the forefront 
of the campaign to provide affordable housing, providing over 1,200 units of affordable housing 
from 1987-1999. An account of  Bridgewater's involvement demonstrates the continuous 
participation in the affordable housing program, and the account below is incorporated by reference. 

1. On February 14, 1995, the Bridgewater Township Planning Board adopted its Housing Element
and Fair Share Plan.

2. On December 6, 1995, Bridgewater received substantive certification from the Council on
Affordable Housing ("COAH") for its second round fair share housing obligation ("Round
Two").

3. On August 1, 2001, COAH granted extended substantive certification to Bridgewater for Round
Two.

4. On December 8, 2004, Bridgewater again applied to COAH for extended substantive
certification for Round Two.

5. On February 23, 2005, COAH recommended that Bridgewater be granted extended substantive
certification for Round Two and further determined that Bridgewater had addressed its entire
new construction obligation and was entitled to carry over excess credits toward its third round
fair share housing obligation.

6. On March 9, 2005 COAH again granted Bridgewater Township extended substantive
certification for Round Two.

7. On November 21, 2005, Bridgewater adopted an amended Housing Element and Fair Share Plan
to comply with its affordable housing obligations.

8. On December 7, 2005, Bridgewater petitioned COAH for substantive certification for Round
Three.

9. On November 11, 2008, the Bridgewater Township Planning Board adopted an amended
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